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The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. Proverbs 1:7

Principal’s Pen
Calendar of Events:
March 21-25: Staff Appreciation Week
March 23: Auxiliary Pancake Supper
March 24: SCS Junior High Play
@ 7:30 pm
March 25: SCS Junior High Play
@ 5:30 pm
March 30: AEA Math Bee (6th Grade)
April 5: Early Dismissal @ 1:15
April 7: WCHS 8th Grade Day
April 8: 8th Grade Career Day @ NCC
April 12: UCHS 8th Grade Day
April 14-18: Easter/Spring Break No School
April 28: Dordt Math Bee (5th Grade)
April 29: Grandparents Day / Spring
Program
May 3: Local Solo/Ensemble Night
May 5: PK & Kdg. Field Trip Day
May 6: 1st-8th Field Trip Day
May 16: Dordt Math Bee (7th/8th)
May 24: 8th Grade Last Day
May 25: 8th Grade Graduation @
Cornerstone URC – 7 pm
May 27: Last Day of School Dismiss @ 11:30

A word of thanks needs to
be given to many in this
community (and beyond)
for demonstrating the love
of Christ to our family
particularly within the past
2-6 months while we
consulted with doctors
regarding some lung
complications for our son
Zachary.
Most of the time we
weren’t quite sure what
help we needed, but we
were blessed with your
prayers, cards, texts,
conversations, meals,
encouraging words, and
more! The staff, students,
and some mothers have
assisted in some janitorial
duties to lighten our load.
It's humbling to have been
the recipients of such care
from others and to know
that so many others
beyond Sanborn have
also been praying for
Zachary and our family.

June 25: Golf/Steak Supper

*Girls/Boys Soccer/Track Schedules
can be found inside this edition of the
School Bell.

Sanborn Christian School
405 West 2nd Street
Sanborn, IA

51248

Ph: 712.729.3288
Fax: 712.729.3289
Email: sanchr@sanbornchristian.com
www.sanbornchristian.com
Find us on Facebook!!

We believe that all things
happen within the
awareness and control of
God our Heavenly Father.
This whole process is no
different and as a result
we have been given an
opportunity to speak of

God’s work in our lives. In
fact, we’ve been reminded
of that recently in a
sermon from Mark 5:1-20.
Jesus told the man here to
“Go home to your friends
and tell them how much
the Lord has done for you
and how he has had
mercy on you.” It appears
that God has given us a
job to do: tell how great
He is!
God certainly has
answered many general
and specific prayer
requests in very obvious
ways. Ephesians 3:20, 21
has been clear: “Now to
him who is able to do far
more abundantly than all
that we ask or think,
according to the power at
work within us, to him be
glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout
all generations forever
and ever. Amen.” God
has done far more than
what we are even aware.
God has used the
expertise of surgeons to
deflate the lobe to the size
of about a 6” sub
sandwich. Through 2 or 3
half-inch incisions they
were able to separate one
lobe from the other, repair
the upper lobe, clamp off
an artery and airway. God

created ribs that were able
to be stretched far enough
apart to remove the lobe
without breaking the ribs all done through a 2”
incision. God created the
lung to repair air leaks on
its own over a few days.
God created lungs to
expand to fill the postsurgery cavity and allows
the heart to shift over
slightly to give the right
lungs more room to work.
God made us wonderfully!
It wasn’t too long ago, I
felt like the sailors in Mark
4:35-41…worried about
this particular storm of life.
Despite another 8-12
months of treatment for a
bacteria in Zachary, God
has carried us through this
initial major storm. In a
way, he has said, “Peace!
Be still!” as he did to the
wind and waves in Mark.
God is able to do far more
that we can imagine. He’s
proven it to us! To him be
the glory throughout all
generations forever!

Fairshare Support of Sanborn Christian School
Budgeted
Received
Balance
d2016-2017
Sanborn CRC

$ 69,300.00

$ 35,530.42

$ 33,769.58

Cornerstone URC

$120,800.00

$ 94,167.84

$ 26,632.16

(as of: Mar. 7)

School Board Highlights – March Meeting
March 14, 2022
President, Aaron Hoftyzer
opened with devotions
and prayer. Andy Prins
was absent with
notification.
Agenda for the meeting,
and past minutes, were
approved.
Mr. Minderhoud gave the
administrators report for
information.

Executive Committee
reported on their meeting
with teaching staff on
February 16.
Building Committee
reported on repairs done
to the gym bleachers.
Research is being done
on replacing old SMART
Boards with TVs.
Building Committee
reported on a request
from CURC about TASC
group using the school
during the month of June
for a week.

Finance Committee
reported on the March 10
meeting. The checking
account balance is
$172,793.76. Sanborn
Christian’s average
monthly expenses total
$74,008.23 for a 12 month
period (July 2021 – June
2022).
2022-2023 budget
continues to be a work in
progress.

Reports on received staff
contracts were given. All
contracts were returned
signed with the exceptions
of Mrs. Van Beek and
Mrs. Kuperus.

Still looking to fill the
janitor vacancy.

Motion to approve funds
for whiteboards, TV
mounts, potential
electrical work for when
the old SMART Boards
get removed.

Bus Committee reported
on some repairs to Bus
02, Bus 16, and the van.

More internally borrowed
funds from the building
expansion were repaid.

Intention is to add a fulltime Jr. High teacher
which would be filled by
Mr. Van Otterloo which
requires advertising a fulltime 4th grade position.
The two part-time
positions that are now
open results in a fulltime
Jr. High position to be
advertised.

Bus Committee also
reported on a request
from CURC about TASC
group using some buses
during some time in June
with some of our drivers.

Foundation reported on
their meeting and a desire
to increase membership.

Education Committee
reported on their March 10
meeting.

Promotion Committee still
needs to have a
replacement for Brendan
Olson for next year.

Policy review of Section
500 was considered in
conjunction with
suggested changes by
Alliance Defending
Freedom.
Board visits to classrooms
from February were
reported upon.
Mr. Brent Koldenhoven
closed the meeting in
prayer.
Next regularly scheduled
Board meeting will be
Monday, April 11, 2022.

A Board workshop is
being held on March 31 at
Dordt University.
Monthly prayer lists were
exchanged among board
members.

Classroom Spotlight – Mr. Van Otterloo
This is My Father’s World
Is this still my Father’s world? Maybe you find yourself pondering this question in your own life at times. To be honest
at my weakest moments, I have shamefully had thoughts similar to this very question. It is so easy for us to get
discouraged with what we see going on around us and what has happened to us in our lives. Maybe we see the
current events in Ukraine and give in to despair. Maybe we see our loved ones become sick or even pass away and
we give in to despair. Maybe we become anxious when we find that the plans we make don’t always go according to
our will and our plan. This could cause us to give in to despair. Sometimes the outlook for life does not look so great.
Life can simply be hard. The world can be a hopeless place seemingly lost in a power struggle. Messages of hope and
comfort are not exactly ringing triumphantly from our news stations these days. Is this still my Father’s world?
The world and its empty promises cannot provide us hope and comfort. Our own plans, dreams and aspirations cannot
provide us lasting hope and comfort. So what hope do we have? Christian, our hope is precisely the answer to the
question posed above. Is this still my Father’s world? Yes. Yes! In this answer we have hope and comfort. The world
searches for hope and comfort in only what the world can provide–and it is like chasing after the wind. As Christians
we possess the only hope and comfort that can ever be eternally found. This hope and comfort is that our Father has
created and sustained our world. He actively still cares for our world and especially for us as His beloved children. This
hope and comfort is found in Christ who came into this world to live and die so that we could be cured of something no

Classroom Spotlight – Mr. Van Otterloo (Continued)
earthly remedy could cure– our sin. Because of this great news the next hope and comfort we have is that we have
been given the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us to live a life of thankfulness to our creator and sustainer God. This is
our hope and comfort! I don’t know about you, but I needed this reminder especially this month. We’ve been given
everything we need to live and die in the comfort of belonging to Christ. This is indeed our Father’s world! In God’s
perfect providence we at Sanborn Christian School get to study and enjoy the reminder that “although the wrong
seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet!”
Our challenge as a student body at chapel will be to live out the words that we sing in this hymn. Verses one and two
remind us of the beauty in creation and in our world. God has revealed himself in many ways and we can marvel and
praise him by enjoying his creation. These first two verses powerfully remind us that the beauty we see in creation and
in our world was created by our God and is still being cared for by our God. The last verse however ties this all up so
beautifully. It would not be enough for us to simply marvel at the beauty of the world. Instead our response to the
beauty we see and the reminder of God’s care for us should lead us to praise and glory for the one who created it all!
This is why our theme verses this month came from Psalm 19. The first verse and the last verse of Psalm 19 are what
many classes worked on for memory work in connection to this hymn. Check it out. Psalm 19:1 says “The heavens
declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.” Go outside and marvel at the stars. Go outside
and listen to the carols of the birds that have returned after the long cold winter. Go outside and marvel at how creation
itself declares the glory of God. Do these things but have a Godward focus while doing so. Let practicing Psalm 19:1
lead you to living Psalm 19:14 which is the last verse many classes memorized for the theme this month. Psalm 19:4
“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my
redeemer.” Please join us in celebrating the hymn This is My Father’s World this month. Be reminded of God’s care for
you, his eternal hope and comfort that is yours through his son Jesus Christ, and the powerful gift of the Holy Spirit
who will equip you to continue living a life of full dependence on God in all things. “This is my Father’s world. Why
should my heart be sad? The Lord is King, let the heavens ring! God reigns, let the earth be glad”. This is still my
Father’s world!
4th Grade News:
The 4th graders continue to work hard in class while having fun doing so. Our latest STEM activity was a lot of fun as
students focused on designing and creating catapults out of basic classroom materials. The 4th graders impressed me
with the creativity and skill that they demonstrated in this challenge!

Prayer and Praise…1 Thessalonians 5:17
Please lift your praise to God for…
• Favorable weather and driving conditions so far for our buses this winter.
• Great reading week activities, participation, and a fun ice skating trip to the All-Season’s Center in
Sioux Center.
• Signed and returned contracts for 2022-2023
• Good Preschool and Kindergarten Round Up opportunities
• Conclusion of three quarters
Please lift your prayers to God for…
• Jon, Kelsey, and Benson Covey and family; and Rachel Wilcinot and family (Sammy and Eden).
• Candidates to fill our staff vacancies for 2022-2023
• The Board as they make decisions regarding planning and budgeting for the 22.23 school year.
• A good, focused, final quarter of the school year.

Job/Volunteer Opportunities at SCS for 2022 - 2023 School Year
Sanborn Christian School is actively seeking applicants for the following vacancies for the upcoming
2022 – 2023 school year:
•
•
•
•

Full-time 4th Grade Homeroom Teacher
Full-time Jr. High Science and/or Math Teacher
Part-time custodian
Part-time volunteer head librarian

The Board would like to add a Jr. High teacher to the rotation for 22.23, and the current intention is to have Mr. Van
Otterloo move into that position with the probability of teaching Social Studies/History and Bible classes primarily. As
a result, a full-time 4th grade teacher is being advertised. Mrs. Van Beek and Mrs. Kuperus have decided not to sign
contracts for 22.23 which creates a full-time vacancy that was filled by their two part-time roles over the past years. As
a result, a full-time Jr. High position is being advertised that may have a science and/or math focus depending on the
interests and abilities of future applicants.
If you are interested in these positions, or would like more information, please contact Mr. Anthony
Minderhoud, Principal at sanchr@sanbornchristian.com or call the office at 729-3288.

Auxiliary Pancake Supper @ SCS!! – Wednesday, March 23
Come to Sanborn Christian School on Wednesday, March 23 for our
Pancake Supper! The Sanborn Fire Department will be making and
serving delicious pancakes and sausages. Drinks will include coffee,
juice, and milk. Food will be served from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the school
gym. A free will donation will be taken for the Sanborn Christian School
Auxiliary. Please mark this date on your calendar to come and show
your support for SCS!

Save the Date! Sanborn Christian Presents…

The
Fantasists
by Randy

Wyatt

Watch the
story
come
alive on
March 24
and 25!

NICSTO
For those who would like to send in an application for the NICSTO (Northwest Iowa Christian School Tuition Organization)
program, the applications will be due to the office no later than Wednesday, June 1, 2022. These applications must
be based upon 2020 tax information and must be accompanied with a copy of the 1040 to be considered. Families
who have children in grades K through 8th are eligible for NICSTO. If you qualify, please consider applying.
The other NICSTO eligibility guidelines are located below. The application is inserted in this edition of the School Bell
and is available on the SCS website (www.sanbornchristian.com) under the NICSTO link. If you have any questions
regarding this program, please contact Mr. Minderhoud.
The funds that are available are due to the generous NICSTO donations that occurred over during the 2021 school year.
Thanks again to all of those generous donations!!

Building Debt Update
We continue to keep in front of the society the financial end of this expansion. The total spent on the building
was $3,335,935 along with a $200,000 contribution to the Foundation which brought the total expense to
$3,535,935 (not including interest accruals). The following is a chart to help you see the great progress that
we have had in paying off this project:

Original Cost of Project
April 1, 2017
April 1, 2018
April 1, 2019
April 1, 2020
April 1, 2021
March 14, 2022

Building Expansion Debt Remaining:
$3,535,936
$2,008,538
$1,253,000
$779,500
$530,050
$364,050
$116,911.03

Our unpaid balance is UNDER $120,000!!!
We have $116,911.03 left to pay on this building project! The remainder of the debt is funded
only by internally borrowed funds. All of our interest-bearing debt has been paid off. We are very thankful
for the financial support received at this point in the project, and we continue to ask that you continue to
watch these numbers as we report them monthly, and prayerfully consider opportunities to continue to help
us reduce the debt and complete this project. Our goal is to have this paid off by 2025 (or sooner!).

Reading Week

What a fantastic Reading Week we had! Teams earned medals for their countries by completing reading logs, winning the
speed skating relay, accomplishing book tic-tac-toes, winning the hockey tournament, and creating a bobsled that went the
farthest. A big congratulations to Italy for taking the gold with 95 medals, Romania with the silver with 85 medals, and
Canada snagging the bronze (after a tie breaker event against Germany) with 82 medals! Make sure to check out our
Facebook page for pictures of all the Reading Week activities.

NICSTO Tax Credit
(Northwest Iowa Christian School Tuition Organization)
Explanation for DONORS
The state has recognized the need to support taxpayers who wish to support Christian education.
Iowa taxpayers can receive a tax credit up to 65% of their donation that supports families who need
tuition assistance and deduct the gift on Federal Income Tax. How does it work?
1. You must owe Iowa state income tax.
2. You must make out a check to NICSTO (Northwest Iowa Christian School Tuition Organization)
and designate it to Sanborn Christian.
3. Complete the “Contribution Memo” and send it with the check to Sanborn Christian.
4. NICSTO will send you a letter of receipt for your Federal Tax information.
5. In early January, you will receive a tax credit certificate to attach to your Iowa tax form.
Example: If you contribute $1,000 to NICSTO, you will receive a 65% tax credit or $650 on your IA income tax.
In addition, you may claim some of that on your federal income tax.

Your money will be used for families who qualify for NICSTO at Sanborn Christian School.
Would you like to have your Iowa income taxes go to Sanborn Christian to help with the tuition
scholarships AND pay down the building debt at the same time…or for it to go to Des Moines?
If you have an IA income tax liability of $650, you could give $1,000 to NICSTO which would then
provide SCS with that $1,000 to be used for tuition scholarships. Then when you do your tax work in
March/April, you will receive a tax-credit of $650 from the State of Iowa. You could then give this $650
refund to Sanborn Christian to help eliminate the debt on our school. Sanborn Christian benefits by
$1,650 through a $1,000 gift: $1,000 to NICSTO, $650 to building debt.
For those who are at least 70.5 years old, we encourage you to give from your IRA (you may use your
RMD) to NICSTO. If you give $1,000 from your IRA you do not need to include it as taxable income
on your return. SCS receives that $1,000 for NICSTO tuition scholarships, plus you will receive a
state income tax credit of $650 that you can use to help SCS eliminate the remaining building debt.
Once again, SCS benefits by $1,650 on a $1,000 gift!!
Really?
Yes! The NICSTO program has been around for years and has been a benefit to both the recipient
(SCS) and the donor (you). This is a great tax benefit to those who will be paying taxes on their
income.
If you wish to donate, please fill out the donor sheet (included in the School Bell) and return it to SCS
by December 2, 2022.

NICSTO Northwest Iowa Christian School Tuition Organization

CONTRIBUTION FORM FOR DONORS
This completed memo must accompany your contribution
A formal Iowa Tax Credit Certificate will be sent to you in late December or early January
_______________________________________
Taxpayer Name

____________________________________
Date of Contribution

_______________________________________
Address

_____________________________________
Amount of Contribution

______________________________________
City

_____________________________________
State
Zip Code

_______________________________________
Taxpayer I.D. No. (Social Security No.)

_______________________________________
Telephone Number

Name the institution/school you wish to be the beneficiary of this donation: Sanborn Christian School
You contribution may be mailed or delivered to one of the following addresses:
NICSTO
204 Kentucky Ave. NW

Sanborn Christian School
405 W. 2nd Street

Orange City, IA

Sanborn, IA

SCS Athletics: Soccer and Track/Field Schedule
Soccer Games (All games begin at 4:00 pm):

Track/Field:

April 11

April 20
G/B vs. OCCS @ Miller Park

April 12

Hosted by UCHS @ Northwestern
May 4

G/B @ Sheldon
April 21

Hosted by WCHS @ Hesla Field
May 18

G/B vs. SCCS @ Miller Park
April 25
G/B @ Hull Christian
May 2
COED vs. Ireton @ Miller Park
May 9
G/B vs. Hull PR @ Miller Park
May 12
COED @ Inwood
May 16
G/B @ RVCS

SCCS Track Meet @ Dordt

Scrip News
SCS Board Members
for 2021-2022
President:
Aaron Hoftyzer (2022)
Vice-President:
Quint De Groot (2024)
Secretary:
Brent Vander Werff (2023)
Treasurer:
Jon Hoogers (2022)
Building Committee Chair:
Brent Koldenhoven (2023)
Bus Committee Chair:
Quint De Groot (2024)
Jon Covey (2023)

Orders will be ready for pick up at 9am and going home with students.
**No Order March 21.**
Next order March 28
Now Available- B Fierce Boutique (Hull) (8%)- $25 I will be adding this to the
regular order form. For now if you wish to order gift cards, please just write it in at the
bottom of the order form!
Scrip Order Dates: (Dates may change, watch email.)
Mar 28 (No order Mar 21)
Apr 4, 18, 25 (No order Apr 11)
May 2, 9, 16, 23 (No order May 30)
Business Bonuses:
Aeropostale- 13% (10%)
Applebees- 11% (8%)
Arby’s- 12% (8%)
Red Robin- 11% (8%)
TGIFriday’s- 13% (9%)
Don’t forget the ship to home option that is available for some gift cards!
Bonuses available on ShopWithScrip.com or the RaiseRight App!
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/

Andy Prins (2024)
Josh Krikke (2024)
Sanborn Christian School
405 W 2nd Street
Sanborn, Iowa 51248
(712) 729-3288
www.sanbornchristian.com
sanchr@sanbornchristian.com

Asbestos Information
In compliance with regulation of the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and Asbestos Hazard
Emergency
Response
Act
(AHERA, in June 2016 we
performed inspections of our
school building for asbestoscontaining building materials. The
findings of the inspection and
asbestos plans are on file in the
school office for your review.

Have You Considered Becoming a Foundation Member?
Please join us anytime of the year! Christian education is ongoing and we need your
help! The board would like to invite anyone to help promote Sanborn Christian School.
For an annual fee of $25.00 or a lifetime membership of $500.00, you can become
a Sanborn Christian School Foundation member. Please visit the school office or
mail your foundation contribution to SCS! ALL proceeds will be placed in the
Foundation fund which helps defray the cost of educational expenses through the year.
The Foundation is able to contribute a significant amount of money each year to SCS
simply from the interest that is raised from the money that accumulates in the
Foundation fund!

Sanborn Christian provides equal education and employment opportunities and does not
discriminate on the basis of race, national origin, age, marital status, gender, or disability in its
educational programs, activities, or employment policies. Nothing in this policy, or any policies of the
school, however, shall be construed to limit, inhibit, or otherwise restrict the genuine expression of our
Christian beliefs or convictions.

