
 

 
 
 

 
 
   

Calendar of Events: 

March 27: Soccer Practice Begins 

March 28: Jr. High Band Festival @ 

                 WCHS 

March 30: 8th Grade Day @ WCHS 

March 31: Kindergarten Round Up 

                 SCS Spring Play @ 7:30 pm 

 

April 1: SCS Spring Play @ 2:00 pm 

April 4: 8th Grade Day @ UCHS 

April 6: Full Day of School 

April 7-10: Easter Break – No School 

April 14: 8th Grade Career Day @ NCC 

April 21: Grandparents Day 8:30-12:00 

              Spring Program @ 7:00 pm 

April 24-28: Staff Appreciation Week 

April 25: Interscholastic Solo/Ensemble 

             @ Sioux Center Christian 

 

May 2: Early Dismissal @ 2:00 pm 

May 11: Kindergarten Field Trip Day 

May 12: Field Trip Day (1st-8th gr.) 

May 24: 8th Grade Graduation 7:00 pm 

May 29: Memorial Day Program @SCS 

 

June 24: Auxiliary Golf/Steak 

 

July 22: Auxiliary 5k Race 

 

 

 

*Girls/Boys Soccer/Track Schedules 

can be found inside this edition of the 

School Bell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Sanborn Christian School 

405 West 2nd Street 

Sanborn, IA     51248 

Ph: 712.729.3288 

Fax: 712.729.3289 

Email: sanchr@sanbornchristian.com  

www.sanbornchristian.com 

Find us on Facebook!! 

 

Educating Under God’s Word for Serving God in His World 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.   Proverbs 1:7 

Pressed for time and 
energy, reading can fall to 
the background for me.  
But I did come across 
something the other day 
that stuck in my mind – 
mainly due what I thought 
was an accurate 
description of me.  It said, 
“I have a low tolerance for 
difficulty.  I am a project-
oriented person, so I tend 
to have my agenda set for 
every day.  I know exactly 
what I want to accomplish 
and what a successful day 
will look like…it’s 
counterintuitive for me to 
view difficulty as 
something beneficial.  I’ve 
little time and tolerance for 
“broken bones”.   
 
I chuckled when I read 
that final sentence.  
Broken bones have been 
an interruption to my plans 
and has been seen as 
difficult, not beneficial. 
But “broken bones” was 
written in quotations, so 
there must be more 
meaning up ahead.  I kept 
reading: 
 
“Broken bones are a 
physical metaphor for the 
pain of redemption.  In 
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joy in God’s designed plan 
of salvation.  “Let me hear 
joy and gladness; let the 
bones that you have 
broken rejoice”. O Lord, 
open my lips and my 
mouth will declare your 
praise” (Psalm 51:8, 15). 
 
There’s joy to be found in 
our salvation!  Are we 
allowing time to recognize 
and live that?  “We should 
be the most celebratory 
community on earth.  
There should be a deep 
and abiding joy that’s the 
backbeat of everything we 
do.  Each of us should 
carry with us a deep 
sense of privilege for who 
we’ve become and what 
we’ve been given in 
Christ.  We’ll spend 
eternity celebrating 
redemption, but there’s 
something wrong if the 
rehearsal for destiny’s 
celebration isn’t beginning 
now.  We’ve been 
redeemed!” 
 
“Whiter Than Snow” by Paul Tripp (2008) 

case you’ve noticed, 
God’s work of delivering 
you from sin and molding 
you into his image isn’t 
always a comfortable 
process.” 
 
Yes, despite the buzz of 
March Madness, Easter is 
upon us, and we should 
reflect on the redeeming 
work of Jesus Christ. That 
reflection will reveal the 
painful reality that we are 
broken and need to be 
restored.  The Lord may 
even allow brokenness to 
enter our lives as part of 
his redeeming work in our 
lives.  It may appear to be 
counterintuitive.  
 
“He'll bring us through 
difficulty, want, suffering, 
sadness, loss, and grief in 
order to ensure that we 
are living in pursuit of the 
one thing that we 
desperately need – him.” 
 
As little time and tolerance 
that we have for the 
“broken bones” of life, 
God uses them to draw us 
closer to Him.  Broken 
bones – when healed and 
restored - allow us to 
appreciate God’s design.  
Being restored from our 
“broken bones” gives us 

      Budgeted     Received     Balance 

Sanborn CRC      $  65,100.00    $  46,000.00    $  19,100.00 

Cornerstone URC     $109,200.00     $  74,025.00    $  35,175.00 

(as of: Mar. 2) 

mailto:sanchr@sanbornchristian.com
http://www.sanbornchristian.com/


 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

just under $90,000 for 
playground upgrades. 

Bus Committee reported 
that all minor issues on 
the buses that were noted 
at the recent bus 
inspection have been 
fixed. 

Promotion Committee 
reported that they 
continue to look for a 
replacement member for 
Steph Kuperus. 

Discussion held on 
updating school website. 

Finance Committee 
reported on the March 9 
meeting.  The checking 
account balance of 
$180,869.82.  Sanborn 
Christian’s average 
monthly expenses total 
$80,521.57 for a 12-month 
period (July 2022 – June 
2023). 

Building debt stays the 
same this month. 

Motion passed to 
purchase two new TVs to 
replace the one current 
TVs on carts. 

 

SCS Finance met with 
CRC deacons and CES 
on March 9 and the SCS 
Board met with CURC 
deacons to discuss ESAs 
and budgeting. 

Cafeteria tables that were 
purchased with the extra 
silage pile funds are set to 
arrive on March 14. 

Monthly prayer lists were 
exchanged among board 
members. 

Motion passed to approve 
the minutes of the recent 
Auxiliary meeting. 

Policies 200 to 210 were 
reviewed.   

Mr. Aaron Hoftyzer closed 
the meeting in prayer. 

Next regularly scheduled 
Board meeting will be 
Monday, April 10, 2023. 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

School Board Highlights – March Meeting 

 March 13, 2023 

President, Brent 
Koldenhoven opened with 
devotions and prayer.  All 
present. 

Agenda for the meeting, 
and past minutes, were 
approved. 

Mr. Minderhoud gave the 
administrators report for 
information.   

Education Committee 
reported on their March 7, 
2023 meeting which 
discussed maternity leave, 
snow days, ESAs, staffing 
for 23.24. 

Executive Committee 
reported on meeting with 
the teachers on March 1. 

Contracts were issued on 
March 1 and due back on 
March 8. 

Building Committee 
reported on Hostess 
Supper gifts.  Despite not 
reaching $50,000 at the 
supper, the matching 
donors donated $50,000 
to make the total of the 
Hostess Supper reach 

Classroom Spotlight – Mrs. Vande Weerd 

“Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that 
they may have something to share with those in need.” - Ephesians 4:28 
 
This month’s chapel theme is the 8th commandment, thou shall not steal. The definition of stealing, according to google, 
is: “the action of taking another person's property without permission or legal right and without intending to return it.” 
When most people talk about stealing, they talk about things that physically got taken, taking money from a bank, stealing 
a candy bar, stealing clothes, etc. While these are all stealing, we dove into stealing even further and talked specifically 
about 4 different types of stealing.  
 
The first type of stealing we talked about was accidental stealing. That sounds contradictory, but it does happen. The 
fifth graders came up with this scenario as accidental stealing: taking a piece of candy off their table at home thinking 
they could have it, but finding out it was their sibling's piece of candy that they were saving for later. They would then 
have to be honest with their sibling and tell them they took it, and then they would get them a new piece of candy. The 
fifth graders decided this was accidental stealing because the intent was not to purposely take from someone, and once 
the person found out it was someone else’s candy, they were honest and told the person about it and got them a new 
one.  
 

 
 

The pop can / 
refundable container 
garage has recently 
been emptied and 

brought in a total of 
$602.75!! 

 

Let’s fill it back up!! 

 

No glass bottles or 
containers, please!! 

 

Thanks for letting us 
take your refundable 

containers! 

 

 

 



 
 

Prayer and Praise…1 Thessalonians 5:17 

 

The second type of stealing we talked about was physical stealing. The fifth graders came up with this scenario to show 
physical stealing: someone stealing money from a grocery store. The fifth graders said this was physically stealing, 
because they had to actually do it with their own hands, and whoever was stealing went into the grocery store with the 
purpose of taking money and not giving it back.  
 
The third type of stealing we talked about was stealing other’s time. This is the scenario the fifth graders came up with: 
a student in a class wasn’t trying during school and kept messing around when the teacher was teaching and when the 
other students were trying to work. The fifth graders said that this was stealing or wasting the teachers time and the other 
students’ time while they were trying to work.  
 
The final type of stealing we talked about was stealing God’s time. The scenario the fifth graders came up for this one 
was this: Someone in the church pew was falling asleep during the church service. They also kept asking when church 
was going to be over. The fifth graders said that this was stealing God’s time because during church is our time to learn 
more about God, and the person falling asleep and continually asking when church is done really isn’t focused on God, 
but rather than themselves.  
 
Stealing is so much broader than physically taking something from someone. With this kind of thinking about stealing, it 
really makes us look at ourselves and see if we are stealing other’s time or God’s time. It also makes us check our 
attitude/where our mind is before going to school, church, doing devotions, etc.  

 

 

 

Please lift your praise to God for… 

• Safety to and from school during the winter season and favorable weather this past month. 

• Mrs. Moss who returned to her classroom on March 13. 

• The Easter season that is upon us and the celebration of the salvation that we receive in Christ! 
 

Please lift your prayers to God for… 

• A healthy and growing baby for Mrs. Vande Weerd.  

• Brent Vander Werff during his recovery time and for Jill and the girls. 

• For the SCS Board as they plan for filling positions and budgeting.  Wisdom to understand how to 
navigate through the ESA bill. 
 

Classroom Spotlight – Mrs. Vande Weerd (Continued) 

(Continued) 

Odds ‘n Ends 

 *The SCS Auxiliary wants to say a big “Thank You” to: 
 

*all who came out to support Sanborn Christian and the Sanborn Fire Department at the Pancake Supper!  
Our fundraiser was a huge success thanks to all your support!  Also, a huge “Thank You” to the Sanborn 
Fire Department for making and serving all those pancakes and sausage!  To God be the Glory! 
 
*everyone who ordered Eileen’s Cookie Dough!  The fundraiser was a great success, raising just over 
$4,000.  Thank you for supporting the school in this way.   

 
*Staff Appreciation Week at SCS is April 24-28.  We have a great staff: bus drivers, janitors, librarians, bookkeeper, 
book club, cooks, teachers, secretary, SCRIP coordinator, board members, resource room, band, choir, art, PE, 
coaches, lawn mowers, snow removal, Title 1 teachers, and many, many unlisted volunteers!  Take time during that 
week to remember the great blessing Sanborn Christian is in our lives.  
 
 
 

 



 

  
  

Building Debt Update 
 
We continue to keep in front of the society the financial end of this expansion. The total spent on the building 
was $3,335,935 along with a $200,000 contribution to the Foundation which brought the total expense to 
$3,535,935 (not including interest accruals).  The following is a chart to help you see the great progress that 
we have had in paying off this project: 
 

 Building Expansion Debt Remaining: 

Original Cost of Project $3,535,936 

April 1, 2017 $2,008,538 

April 1, 2018 $1,253,000 

April 1, 2019 $779,500 

April 1, 2020 $530,050 

April 1, 2021 $364,050 

April 1, 2022 $116,911 

March 13, 2023 $42,000 

 
Our unpaid balance is under $45,000!  We are very thankful for the financial support received 

at this point in the project, and we continue to ask that you continue to watch these numbers as we report 
them monthly, and prayerfully consider opportunities to continue to help us reduce the debt and complete 
this project.   
 

  
 

Save the Date! Sanborn Christian Presents… 

This year’s Jr. High Theater Production, Whole Latte Love by Todd Wallinger, is a caffeinated comedy for 
the whole family. Whole Latte Love is a coffee shop with some very special brews, but when the new hire 
mixes things up under pressure, chaos ensues!  Come on out to the Sanborn Christian music room for 
one (or both!) of the FREE shows on Friday, March 31 at 7:30 PM or Saturday, April 1 at 2:00 PM. Seating 
will be first-come, first-served.  We’re looking forward to seeing you there! 



 
  

Reading Week  

Group 1 – The Sun 
 
 

Group 2 - Mercury 

Group 3 – Venus 
 
 

Group 4 - Earth 

Group 5 - Mars 
 
 

Group 6 – The 
Asteroid Belt 

SCS students participated in the second reading week of the year during the week of February 27 - March 3.  The students 
enjoyed a space theme for the week, and they loved learning and reading about planets, stars, the asteroid belt, the sun, 
and more.  They decorated and filled classroom doors with information about our solar system, made rockets, went on a 
“spacewalk”, and even experienced a Star Lab, which is a massive, inflatable dome set up to project an accurate and 
realistic night sky.  Inside the dome, students learned about the constellations and the planets; this was a highlight of the 
week!  Even though the theme was space exploration, the focus of the week was to encourage students to read. Their 
reading minutes were tracked with rockets flying through space.  Each minute was equal to 1 million miles.  The top group 
of students read enough minutes to fly to the dwarf planets and beyond!  Overall, the students read a total of 38,729 
minutes.  Way to go, Wildcats!  You are OUT OF THIS WORLD! 



 

  

Reading Week  

Group 7 - Jupiter 
 
 

Group 8 - Saturn 

Group 9 - Uranus 
 
 

Group 10 - Neptune 

Group 11 – Dwarf 
Planets 

 
 

 

We Are Very Grateful for Recent and Past Memorial Gifts: 
 

We are most grateful for the past memorial gifts that we have received in honor and loving memory of: 
 

Thelma Elgersma Martin Dekkinga Jeanette Lems 
 

Verla Elgersma  Dan Alons Robert Zonnefeld 
 
 

Thank you for remembering Sanborn Christian School at this time, 
 and for your love and support of Christian education! 

 

 



 
  

Sanborn Christian Round-Up 

It’s round up time at Sanborn Christian!  We are anxious to meet prospective kindergarten students and welcome them 

to SCS. 

Kindergarten Round Up is on Friday, March 31, 2023.  We will begin at 8:30 am with a parent meeting with  

Mr. Minderhoud in the Society Room.  During this meeting the prospective kindergarteners will be involved  

in activities with Mrs. Alons in the classroom.  They will be eating lunch at school and will be ready for  

pick-up at 12:30 pm. 

Mrs. Alons will be available immediately following round up to answer any questions or concerns regarding your child 

and their readiness for school.  If you would like to schedule another time to speak with Mrs. Alons, please contact the 

school office at 729-3288.   

See you at Round Up! 

If you know a family who might be interested in Sanborn Christian School, please contact the school office.  We would 

be happy to send them information about Sanborn Christian School. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

NICSTO 

 

 
For those who would like to send in an application for the NICSTO (Northwest Iowa Christian School Tuition Organization) 
program, the applications will be due to the office no later than Thursday, June 1, 2023.  These applications must be 
based upon 2022 tax information and must be accompanied with a copy of the 1040 to be considered.  Families who 
have children in grades K through 8th are eligible for NICSTO.  If you qualify, please consider applying. 
 
The other NICSTO eligibility guidelines are located below.  The application is inserted in this edition of the School Bell 
and is available on the SCS website (www.sanbornchristian.com) under the NICSTO link.  If you have any questions 
regarding this program, please contact Mr. Minderhoud. 
 
The funds that are available are due to the generous NICSTO donations that occurred over during the 2022 school year.  
Thanks again to all those generous donations!! 

 

http://www.sanbornchristian.com/


 

  





 

NICSTO Tax Credit 

(Northwest Iowa Christian School Tuition Organization) 

Explanation for DONORS 
 
The state has recognized the need to support taxpayers who wish to support Christian education.  
Iowa taxpayers can receive a tax credit up to 75% of their donation that supports families who need 
tuition assistance and deduct the gift on Federal Income Tax.  How does it work? 
 

1. You must owe Iowa state income tax. 
2. You must make out a check to NICSTO (Northwest Iowa Christian School Tuition Organization) 

and designate it to Sanborn Christian. 
3. Complete the “Contribution Memo” and send it with the check to Sanborn Christian. 
4. NICSTO will send you a letter of receipt for your Federal Tax information. 
5. In early January, you will receive a tax credit certificate to attach to your Iowa tax form. 

 
 
 
 
 
Your money will be used for families who qualify for NICSTO at Sanborn Christian School. 

 

Would you like to have your Iowa income taxes go to Sanborn Christian to help with the tuition 
scholarships AND pay down the building debt at the same time…or for it to go to Des Moines? 

 
If you have an IA income tax liability of $750, you could give $1,000 to NICSTO which would then 

provide SCS with that $1,000 to be used for tuition scholarships.  Then when you do your tax work in 
March/April, you will receive a tax-credit of $750 from the State of Iowa.  You could then give this $750 

refund to Sanborn Christian to help eliminate the debt on our school.  Sanborn Christian benefits by 
$1,750 through a $1,000 gift:  $1,000 to NICSTO, $750 to building debt. 

 
For those who are at least 70.5 years old, we encourage you to give from your IRA (you may use your 
RMD) to NICSTO.  If you give $1,000 from your IRA you do not need to include it as taxable income 
on your return.  SCS receives that $1,000 for NICSTO tuition scholarships, plus you will receive a 

state income tax credit of $650 that you can use to help SCS eliminate the remaining building debt.  
Once again, SCS benefits by $1,650 on a $1,000 gift!! 

 
Really? 
 
Yes!  The NICSTO program has been around for years and has been a benefit to both the recipient 
(SCS) and the donor (you).  This is a great tax benefit to those who will be paying taxes on their 
income.   
 
If you wish to donate, please fill out the donor sheet (included in the School Bell) and return it 
to SCS by December 1, 2023.   

 
  

Example:  If you contribute $1,000 to NICSTO, you will receive a 75% tax credit or $750 on your IA income tax.  
In addition, you may claim some of that on your federal income tax.   



NICSTO Northwest Iowa Christian School Tuition Organization 
 

CONTRIBUTION FORM FOR DONORS 
  

This completed memo must accompany your contribution 
A formal Iowa Tax Credit Certificate will be sent to you in January of next year.   

NOTE:  IA Income Tax Credits have been increased to 75%.  It was 65% in previous years. 
 

_______________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Taxpayer Name      Date of Contribution 

_______________________________________  _____________________________________ 
Address       Amount of Contribution 
 

______________________________________  _____________________________________ 

City       State    Zip Code 

 

_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Taxpayer I.D. No. (Social Security No.)   Telephone Number 

 
Name the institution/school you wish to be the beneficiary of this donation:  Sanborn Christian School 
 
You contribution may be mailed or delivered to one of the following addresses: 
 
NICSTO          Sanborn Christian School 
Attn: Pete Van Velzen        Attn: Anthony Minderhoud 
811 7th Street         405 W. 2nd Street 
Sheldon, IA 51201        Sanborn, IA          51248 

 
 

SCS Athletics:  Soccer and Track/Field Schedule 

 Soccer Games (All games begin at 4:00 pm):    Track/Field: 
 
April 14         April 19 
 G/B @ SCCS         Hosted by UCHS @ Northwestern 
April 18         May 3 
 G/B vs. Sheldon @ Miller Park      Hosted by WCHS @ Hesla Field 
April 27         May 17      
 7th/8th COED @ Ireton       SCCS Track Meet @ Dordt  
May 4         
 G/B @ OCCS         
May 8           
 G/B vs. Hull @ Miller Park  
May 15      
 G/B vs. RVCS @ Miller Park 
May 19 
 G/B @ Hull PR 
 



 

 



March 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SCS Board Members  

for 2022-2023 

President: 

Brent Koldenhoven (2023) 

 

Vice-President: 

Quint De Groot (2024) 

 

Secretary: 

Aaron Hoftyzer (2023) 

 

Treasurer: 

Jon Hoogers (2025) 

 

Building Committee Chair: 

Chad Van Beek (2025) 

 

Bus Committee Chair: 

Quint De Groot (2024) 

 

Jon Covey (2023) 

 

Andy Prins (2024) 

 

Josh Krikke (2024) 

 

 

 

 

Sanborn Christian School 

405 W 2nd Street 

Sanborn, Iowa 51248 

(712) 729-3288 

www.sanbornchristian.com 

sanchr@sanbornchristian.com  

Asbestos Information 
In compliance with regulation of the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and Asbestos Hazard 
Emergency Response Act 
(AHERA, in June 2016 we 
performed inspections of our 
school building for asbestos-
containing building materials.  The 
findings of the inspection and 
asbestos plans are on file in the 
school office for your review. 

Sanborn Christian provides equal education and employment opportunities and does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, national origin, age, marital status, gender, or disability in its 

educational programs, activities, or employment policies.  Nothing in this policy, or any policies of the 
school, however, shall be construed to limit, inhibit, or otherwise restrict the genuine expression of our 

Christian beliefs or convictions. 

Scrip News  

 Orders will be ready for pick up after 9 am Friday and going home with 
students! 

Next order- Mar 20. 

Reminder: Online orders must be submitted by 5pm on Monday’s, and payment 
must be dropped off by 9am on Tuesday! 
 
Reminder: Please double check your orders as soon as you receive them to make 
sure everything is correct.  If you find an error with your order, please notify me 
immediately so I can do my best to get it corrected for you! 
 

Scrip Order Dates: (Dates may change, watch email.) 
• Mar 20, 27 

• Apr 10, 17, 24 (No order Apr 3.) 
*Apr 10 is a no school day, please place orders in the outside drop 
box! 

 
Bonuses 
Arby’s 12% (8%) 
Red Robin- 11% (8%) 
Shutterfly- 16% (9%) 
Sling TV- 10% (7%) 
Sonic- 12% (8%) 
 
Don’t forget the ship to home option that is available for some gift cards! 
Check out Raiseright.com or the RaiseRight app for a complete listing of bonuses! 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sanbornchristian.com/
mailto:sanchr@sanbornchristian.com

